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The Socio Religious Significance of Edi Festival Song in Controlling Marital
Infidelity in Traditional Marriage Institution in Orighé Meje, Qsun state
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Abstract

From the time immemorial, marital infidelity has impacted on the sustainability of family
structure and peaceful co-existence among families in Yorubaland in particular and Nigeria in
general. Family is considered as the basic unit of the society and whatever happens at the family
level has favorable or adverse effect on the society. Therefore, a morally strong family setting affects
the society positively. Existing studies on marital infidelizy, its attendant consequences and control
have to a large extent been restricted to legal, dramatic, literary and modern conflict resolution
methods with little reference to the use of Edi festival song as a method of controlling this deviant
behavior in traditional marriage institution in the entire discourse. Methods of controlling deviant
behavior mentioned above are geared towards using various contemporary approaches to address
the issue of marital infidelity associated with traditional marriage institution in the society. The
methods employed in carrying out this research are the interview and the Focus Group Discussion.
Our findings revealed how those with deviant behaviors of marital infidelity were exposed and dealt
with in songs laced with satire. While some fled the communities out of shame, others were made to
pay fine and promised not to commit such an anti-social act again. Recommendations will be offered
on the need for stakeholders in traditional marriage institution to be alert to their responsibilities
and how such festival songs will be incorporated into the modern methods of controlling marital
infidelity to enhance a morally stable family structure which will translate to a peaceful and a crime
free society.

Keywords: Religious Significance, Edi Festival Song, Marital Infidelity, Traditional Marriage
Institution, Origho Meje.
Word Count: 266
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Abstract

The Nigerian society today is bedeviled with problems of bribery and corruption, embezzlement of
public fund, insecurity, nepotism, favouritism and so on which has over the years hampered
development, thereby making sustainable development a mirage. On this issue, many researches have
been carried out in an attempt to find a lasting solution to these seemingly insurmountable
problems. Many programmes, strategies implemented by government, its agencies and commissions
to bring the problems under control such as Ethical Revolution (ER), National Rebirth (NR),
Rebranding Nigeria Campaign (RNC), Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC),
Independent Corrupt Practices and other related offences Commission (ICPC) and so on have not
been able to nail the problems in the bud. However, an area which seems to have been largely
ignored and which is responsible for this is the absence of Christian ethical values in the entire
discourse. That is, the neglect of Christian ethical values of transparency, social justice, honesty and
love among those in the corridors of power in the country. This paper therefore examined the
Christian ethical values that are closely related to sustainable development, its meaning and how the
values can be used to engender sustainable development in Nigeria. We also offered
recommendations for stakeholders; the political leaders and the followers alike on the need to make
Christian ethical values of transparency, social justice, and honesty and love their watchwords in

both their private and public dealings.
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